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tive as in other taluks, but the distance from markets renders their
produce less valuable.

For classification of soils and assessment, vide "Kevenue Settlement.5'
By the settlement of 1879 the occupied Government assessed lands
were 121,364 acres, or 87 per cent, of the total assessed Government
area (139,411 acres); this excludes all consideration of inams (13,986
acres) and of non-surveyed areas. In the latter tracts, the settlement
officer has given as his opinion that there are more than a lakh of acres
of assessable waste fit to be brought under cultivation. The objection
to these lands are their unhealthiness and the nuisance of wild beasts;
these are at present prohibitive of cultivation. The difficulty was, how-
ever, overcome in Polldchi in the Anaimalai tract, and will no doubt be
equally overcome in Bhavdni as soon as population presses or some
enterprising ryot takes up the matter. At present the settlement officer
considers that they might be developed as forests. The lands alluded
to are situated chiefly in Barg-ur, P&lamalai and Naduk&val. Inam
area is 4*59 per cent, of the total ayacut; d^vastdnams are paid in
money as in the rest of the northern division. The forests are on an
imposing scale, and one object of the Bargfir gh&t was the opening up
of these hills for supplies of timber and forest produce, and to induce
planters to settle thereon. It has been also suggested, and surveys
have been made with that end, that timber and fuel should be floated
down the Oauvery to Erode.

Ferae are of course very varied; wild animals of every species are
common and numerous; rewards are given for, and numerous deaths
are caused by, tigers and cheetahs. Bison are common on the hills,
and the forests of the northern portion of this taluk and Satyamangalam
are the special home of the elephant.

"Domestic smmiBlfl are also plentiful owing to the abundance of
waste lands and the proximity of the forests for pasture; an ordinary
ryot often owns ten or twelve head of cattle, whereas in Erode he would
have three or four. The official numbers are totally misleading; it has
been found in villages that the cattle and sheep owned merely by the
ryots who had fallen into arrears of revenue, far exceeded the total number
entered in the returns. Owing however to the absence of big ryots or
hereditary chieftains, there axe no great stock-breeders. There axe two
special breeds, viz., Bargfir and AlamMdi. Fish are good and plentiful
in the two rivers.

The tribe of Pallis, also called Padiyfichis, axe numerous in this
taluk; they call themselves Goundans and nothing'special is known
about them. Of the hill tribes little is known; the Gtmndans of Bargfir
have peculiar customs and are apparently a different race from the
Goundans of Kongudesam.

Canarese is laxgely spoken in this taluk, which was long under the
Mysore kingdom, and is more a Canarese than a Tamil taluk. Its
Brahmans are mostly Canarese and axe often connected with those
above gh&ts*
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